CURTAIN THEATRE presents:
 
"The Merry Wives of Windsor," by William Shakespeare
Directed by Kim Bromley
August 17-18, 24-25, 31 September 1-2, 7-8
All Shows 2 p.m.; free, no reservations required.
Old Mill Park Amphitheatre, Mill Valley

MILL VALLEY, Calif.--The Curtain Theatre is celebrating its 20th year of performances in Old Mill Park by returning to one of Shakespeare's best-loved works, "The Merry Wives of Windsor."
The adjectives “knockabout” and “madcap” are often associated with "Merry Wives," and rightly so for one of Shakespeare's silliest plays. But this comedy also resonates strongly these days, offering some #timesup-style retribution as women turn the tables on the men.
Sir John Falstaff, tavern bad boy and lord of misrule (seen last summer in the Curtain's "Henry IV, Part 1"), meets his match when he tries to simultaneously woo two housewives in suburban Windsor. And he is not alone; the canny women bring all manner of jealous, hot-headed, pompous and misguided men firmly to their senses. Love and common sense triumph, as does the maxim that “wives may be merry, and yet honest too.”  
This year's production is directed by Kim Bromley, who led the Curtain's rendering of "The Miser" two years ago. The set is once again the work of Steve Coleman, whose magical designs exploit the natural beauty of the Curtain’s unique amphitheater in the redwoods. Steve Beecroft returns as producer, choreographer and actor. Don Clark leads a four-piece acoustic band, again sharing composing duties with Hal Hughes. Kathy Kingman-Solum designed costumes, based on an early 17th century motif.
The Curtain Theatre is dedicated to putting on the world’s best plays in one of the Bay Area’s most beautiful settings. Its free outdoor productions in Old Mill Park are designed for first-time viewers as well as long-time theatre buffs. The shows rely heavily on music and dance, supported by instruments that include fiddle, concertina, accordion, whistle and guitar.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cast: Steve Beecroft (Caius/Nym), Marc Berman (Master Ford), Lisa Bettini (Simple), Heather Cherry (Mistress Ford), Mark Clark (Sir Hugh), Maureen Coyne (Hostess), Dan DeGabriele (Fenton), Paul Gusciora (Shallow), Hal Hughes (Bardolph), Lily Jackson (Anne Page), Emmet Kalish (Robin), Annette Oliveira (Mistress Quickly), Anthony Rummel (Slender), Mark Shepard (Master Page), Marianne Shine (Mistress Page), Phillip Swanson (Rugby/Pistol), Grey Wolf (Falstaff).
Curtain performances take place at the amphitheater in Old Mill Park behind the Mill Valley Public Library, at 375 Throckmorton Ave. Further information and downloadable photos are available at curtaintheatre.org.
Contacts: 
Pat Meier-Johnson (publicity) patmeier@patmeier.com : 415 717-9677
Kim Bromley (director) kbromley57@gmail.com: 415 717-2199


